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Security cooperation agreement between Tiirkiye & Somalia

Security deal

Somalia, a nation located on the Horn of Africa, has recently entered into a security
agreement with Tiirkiye. The Economic & Defense Cooperation framework deal was signed
between the Turkish Defense Minister, Yasar Guler, and the Somali counterpart, Abdulkadir
Mohamed Nur, during a visit in Ankara on February 8. The agreement will provide Somalia
with security support to protect its territorial waters. A minister at the Turkish defense
ministry said on condition of anonymity that the capital has contributed training to the Somali
army for more than 10 years (Reuters, 2024). During the upcoming period, Tiirkiye will be
supplying equipment and training to enhance Somalia's Navy capabilities, in which they
possess higher ability conditions to shield territorial waters from any potential threats, such as
external interference, terrorism and piracy (Reuters, 2024). As well as “...deterring Ethiopia’s
efforts to secure access to the sea by way of the breakaway region of Somaliland” (Faruk,

2024).

Cooperation between Somalia and Tiirkiye has strengthened in recent years, as Ankara has
contributed to the construction of hospitals, infrastructure and schools, as well as providing
scholarships for various Somalis who have chosen to study in Tiirkiye. The agreement that
has been concluded is to improve and strengthen defense cooperation between the two
nations. Hamza Abdi Barre, Somalia's Prime Minister, gave a speech after the council of
ministers approved the agreement and described the event with the agreement as historic.
And at the same time, underlined in dealing with Somali money fighters will be helped in
various sectors. Such as, illegal fishing, terrorism, piracy and external violations to the

country's coast (Monitor, 2024).

Somaliland & Ethiopia agreement
In January, Somalia withdrew its ambassador from its neighbour, Ethiopia, after Ethiopia
made an agreement with Somaliland, a separatist region, on January 1st. This agreement

gives Ethiopia access to one of the ports that Somaliland acquires on the Red Sea coast in



exchange for Ethiopia to recognize its independence. This has been the opposite of
well-received by Somalia as Somaliland, according to Somalia's constitution, is part of their
country. A major contributing key factor in the Somalia-Tiirkiye deal takes into account
what's been happening lately alongside Ethiopia and Somaliland. The Addis Ababa
government has access to the Red Sea through the Berbera port, which can cause further
tensions and progressive conflicts (Omni, 2024). According to Somalia's President, Hassan
Sheikh Mohamud, in response to this situation, said that the country is facing a more serious
and new danger to its territorial integrity and sovereignty. President Mahaud claimed that
"Somalia has sought the assistance of Tiirkiye, its close ally and friend, to secure its maritime

dominance and protect its maritime resources” (Nova News, 2024).

Analysis

The agreement between Tiirkiye and Somalia aims to strengthen Somalia's capacity to defend
itself, reflecting the current regional shifts that are now tangible, especially with Ethiopia's
access to the Red Sea, through the Berbera port in Somaliland. This is a geopolitical
development and conflict that showcases complex interplay of economic, territorial and
security issues. The security agreement doesn't just pertain to and aimed at Somalia's side to
protect itself against terrorism and territorial waters, on top of that underlines Tiirkiyes
growing role in the region, as they contribute with education and infrastructure in addition to
the military.

Somalia's choice to recall its ambassador after Somaliland and Ethiopia chose to enter into an
agreement highlights the tensions the region is going through. This conflict reflects the
evolving dynamics of the Horn of Africa, where diverse security, geopolitical and economic
interests intersect. Somalia will henceforth, after the signed agreement with Tiirkiye, be able

to position itself and protect shipping and territorial waters.

Moreover, I struggle to envision a scenario where a confrontation between Somalia and
Ethiopia would arise. I am convinced that the agreement between Tiirkiye and Somalia will
lead to increased stability in the region. Particularly with Tiirkiye at their side, Somalia has

gained a new strategic advantage and partner, which will be shown in practice.
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