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Introduction

Turkiye and United Arab Emirates embarked on a new phase of deepening and
broadening cooperation in many domains in the aftermath of President Erdogan’s visit
to Abu Dhabi on 19 July 2023 reciprocating the UAE Emirate Muhammad Bin Zayed's
visit to Ankara on 10 June 2023. High level visits of leaders demonstrated the
dedication of the countries to walk together to bright futures. In this context, this
report is dedicated to explore the dynamics that necessitate advancing already
existing cooperation between the countries and sketches out the strengths of both
country that could contribute to realize the articulated objectives. Behind the quest for
improving relations, the unfolding megatrends not only provides a foundation to
deepen the cooperation but also imposes to move beyond the articulated objectives
and explore new venues for cooperation in the future. In other words, what has already
been initiated is absolutely ambitious and contributive for both country, but what the
unfolding megatrends and trajectories requires much more ambitious, visionary, and
striking cooperative objectives and venues.

Mega Trends: Winds of Change

Unfolding megatrends in the world can be identified at three different levels;
geopolitical, geoeconomical, techno-political. Each is densely interconnected and
interwoven with each other not only in terms of conditioning the other domains but
also producing, aggrandizing, and cascading the impacts of the observed changes, as it
was lastly witnessed with the conflict between Hamas and Israel. At the geopolitical
level, the diffusion of power among states and away from states plays a paramount role
in unleashing transformative implications on the international stage. One of the most
important implication is the shift from unipolarity to multipolarity in which the
preeminence of the United States is severely questioned and tested. While China is
undertaking a strategy to expand and deepen its relations with other countries
through utilizing investments with the Belt and road Initiative (BRI), the United States
and the European Union respond Chinese BRI by initiating alternative projects named
India-Middle East-Europe (IMEC), Global Gateway, though the latter two are far from
materialization as they contain financial hurdles and security concerns for the planned
routes. The growing distance between the global actors with the ongoing wars in
Ukraine and Gaza and rifts on Taiwan confirms the competition is heading to a
confrontation, despite efforts paid to diffuse the likelihood of confrontational status.

The most important repercussion of great power competition is the deepening of the
divisions and activation of faultlines which were comparatively silent recently. The
northsouth division is widening while the former is expanding its influence and
significance, the latter seeks to keep its advantages and revert its eroding standing on
the international stage. The similar division is also observed with the East and the West,
which is characterized by the Easternization' Both Turkiye and the UAE sit on the
intersection of north-south and eastwest. Therefore the associated risks lie ahead
dictates states to keep prudence, enhance awareness, and diversify the relations.



Allocating resources and getting prepared for the technological revolution requires
heavy investment to intellectual human capital and talent to keep the national
competitiveness and to foster and enhance resilience against the uncertainties and
risks associated with the breakthrough changes. The UAE, though is a resource rich
country, thanks to being aware of the unfolding transformations invests to
technological domain. Turkiye with its vibrant population continues to expand its
human capital and explores new venues to improve the competitiveness in the
upcoming knowledge-intensive economic models

Preparing for a Brighter Future: Setting the Objectives

Sketching out the developments taking place in the world in different domains
provides a ground to identify the objectives for the two nations, which is essentially to
retain resilience to unleashing uncertainties and associated risks in order to ensure
agency of the countries. Enriching the relations beyond what has already been
undertaken has the potential to enhance the prosperity of the nations. The UAE, thanks
to hydrocarbon revenues, managed to become a prosperous nation in commodity-
intensive economic model, and already initiated different projects to facilitate the
transition to a knowledge-intensive economic model. Behind this initiation the
growing awareness of the shifts in global economic structures and decreasing promise
of the commodity based revenues played a paramount role. Turkiye, on the other hand,
has a strong basis to adapt to knowledge-intensive economic model. Turkiye by being
reliant on energy has suffered persistent current account deficits, but thanks to
exploration of new hydrocarbon reserves that could curb the reliance. As long as
hydrocarbons remains as the main source of energy, the funds can be directed to
further promote knowledge-intensive economy.

The Middle East, though is very critical geography for the world, the level of integration
remained far from the desired level due to intra-regional rivalries and external
interventions. Regional integration that circumvents already existing faultlines has the
potential to alleviate the potential risks and tensions. Prosperity-oriented policies to
facilitate and enhance integration can inadvertently bring about development,
interdependencies, and eventually prosperity which are thought to contribute the de-
radicalization of the groups as the inclusiveness override the sense of exclusion that is
fostered with a growing culture of mutual understanding and compromise. Regional
integration, once achieved, the means of leverage for external influence and
interference would be eliminated. Furthermore, the quest for leverage could be
eliminated as the venues of rivalry will be transferred into peaceful competition in
which intellectual means and diplomatic platforms are the venues. It envisages a
regional order in which words rather than guns are functional. Both countries aims to
remove other means of rivalry but diplomacy and dialogue

The Middle East countries have the means to actualize the strategic ends defined as
the prosperity, integration, and peace. Turkiye and the UAE share this common vision.
Once the countries of the region allocate their resources for human capital and
regional development the peaceful evolution will accompany the process. To realize
that end, the two country can provide the connectivity from the south and the north of
the region. In other words, Turkiye and the UAE can complement the geography by
fostering its connectivity to the world.



On the geoeconomical side, geopolitical rivalries and quest for prosperity alters the
supply chains and corresponding transportation corridors leading to the
characterization the rivalry as the corridor wars. Behind competition for corridors, as
the basis of connectivity, the transformation of the commodity-intensive economic
models into knowledge-intensive ones plays a determining role as well, in which a
quest for talent will become another aspect rivalry. The new modes of production and
the associated transition to 4th industrial revolution>which entails digitization of the
manufacturing sector confirms the quest for talent. The nations to compensate talent
gap are introducing several programs to attract global talent to their countries. In otfer
words, import and export phenomenon is further expanding to high-end labor market.
The transformation of the economy and the growing influence and wealth of east and
the south brought about the process of de-dollarization as the tr"ust to the Western
economies is fading and as the countries of the east and south are seeking
diversification to increase their resilience to the Western sanctions mostly due to the
ongoing practice of using the dominance of dollar to inflict economic pains for
political gains. However, the sanctions which is seen as bullying is backfiring.5 The
outcome is the gradual erosion of dollar as a reserve and international transaction
currency and quest for alternative models to replace dollar through diversification for
the sake of being less susceptible to sanctions.

Another aspect of the global economic transformation is the pressures posed by the
climate change which necessitates the green transition to reduce release of carbon
emissions.’ The states invest heavily in different sectors such as forestation, new
technologies, and renewable energy resources to reduce and emissions and eventually
to curb the implications of the climate change. The UAE and Turkiye have already
initiated projects to curb the implications of climate change and accelerate the green
transition. On the technological domain, the emerging and disruptive technologies are
producing and yet to produce repercussions beyond the existing conceptions and
imaginations. Falling behind the technological revolution has the potential to lower
the international standing of the nations. Technology producing and innovative
countries will position themselves in an advantageous position in the upcoming
division of labor’ Therefore, being a technology producer or follower will determine the
modes and extent of prosperity of the future.
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What Tirkiye can offer?

Turkiye, with its young and vibrant population, accumulation of know-how in different
sectors, growing international standing tend to be viewed as a global player and
regional power. Because of the negative connotations entailed to the concept of
power, actorness as more neutral and value-free concept defines the role of Turkiye in
a more constructive way. In fact, Turkiye, with its posturing in different problems of
international relations stands out as security producer country, rather than security
consumer one. In that sense, Turkiye’s stands firmly with its allies and partners. In that
sense, the concept of reliability is one of the foundational concepts of the Turkish
Foreign Policy.

Turkiye sitting on the intersection of the West and the East, the North and the South,
has a unique geostrategic position to influence the shifts in the global order. However,
Tarkiye rather than pursuing its international relations to create new division lines
pursues a policy that connects the worlds. In that sense, Turkiye by shifting its outlook
to geography transformedafrom the country where continents collide into a country
where continents connect. Turkiye’'s approach to its relations relies on the concept of
connectography that is complementing the geography that highlights the growing
importance of connectivity. Thanks to the new rationale behind the strategizing,
Turkiye offers geopolitical pluralism to its neighbors and allies rather than constituting
a barrier. Connectivity and interaction facilitated by this connectivity, Ankara offers
venues of access that enhances and fosters good relations.

With the Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement (CEPA), Turkiye and the
UAE have already initiated cooperation in different sectors on the economic field and
the knowhow sharing in different sectors. Recently, the extension of the cooperation to
include defense sector confirms the dedication of the two countries. Defense Industry
Summit, held on 10 October 2023 in istanbul, with the participation of the UAE Edge
Group and SAHA istanbul yielded the seal of 24 agreement and letter of intents, which
represent the level of high level strategic cooperation. The significance of this summit
its commitment to enhance the UAE’'s defense sector by providing the know-how.
Turkiye, thanks to the National Technology Movement that is yielding high end results
not only in defense sector but also in other sectors, shape the character of future
warfare, which is essentially defensive and deterrent in character with novel systems.
During the Dubai Air Show, 13 November 2023, the participation of the Turkish defense
industry firms and seal of different agreements moved the relations to another level to
include smart weapons and space technologies!0

The defense technologies and know-how shared with the UAE can elevate the country
to a level of security provider in the Gulf region which overlooks intensive maritime
traffic.
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Particularly, procuring TCG Anadolu type drone carrier equipped with Bayraktar TB3
drones that Abu Dhabi is interested in, has the potential to actualize the role of security
provider at the maritime domain securing sealines of communications.

What the UAE can offer?

The UAE, with its resource rich vibrant economy, ardent investor in emerging
technologies, and growing international standing continues to play significant role
international relations. The Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA)
which foresees 50 billion US Dollars investment and cooperation in novel fields
including space technologies and artificial intelligenﬁ:e and increase the bilateral trade
volume to 25 billion US Dollar in five year time span. In fact, the extent and volume of
the agreement confirms the UAE’s willingness to invest to win-win projects in high-end
technologies. Most importantly it addresses the challenges manifested by the mega
trends mentioned above. In other words both countries are aware of the changes and
dedicated to capitalize on them.

The changes unfolding at geopolitical, geoeconomical, and techno-political domains
necessitates to establish multi-directional relations to refrain from the challenges
posed by the uncertainties and retain the resilience in facing them. The UAE, as a
geostrategically and geoeconomically significant country residing next to the global
maritime flow and the southern country of the Middle East, has a great potential to
complement Turkiye's global and regional vision, which suggests prosperity,
integration, and peace. Particularly, complementing efforts for regional integration and
development have the great potential to transform the region for bright futures. On
the economical side, the UAE surplus in revenues allocated for investments has the
potential to yield visible returns not only in financial terms but also, most importantly,
in adapting to the changes and challenges of the global mega trends. Cooperating on
attracting global tourism with a connected projects and events has the potential to
diversify the economy, since the UAE has already achieved to become an important
touristic destination globally. The UAE’s dedication to invest artificial intelligence and
other high-end technologies offers a great potential for future cooperation.

Conclusion

After the high level visits, Turkiye and the UAE managed to overcome rifts and trust
gaps that are blocking the improvement of the relations. Realizing that the
cooperation rather than competition can offer new and novel spaces to deepen and
broaden the relations, the two countries have dedicated to invest to create a bright
future that is beneficial to Turkiye and the UAE, to the region, and to global security.
Each of Abu Dhabi and Ankara has distinct comparative advantages that could
complement each other. The unfolding trends encourage and compel cooperation of
the countries, diversification of relations and economies, and intensification of security
bonds which ensure and enhance prosperity of the nations, regional and global
security. In fact, both Turkiye and the UAE have the potential to contribute and
influence the future developments.
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ekonomik-ortaklik-anlasmasi-yarin-yururluge-girecek/2980080.



